
Wesley Webb 
wesleythewebb@gmail.com



Tawhiti Rahi Island (Poor Knights) ©Aaron Harmer







More plastic 
than fish by 

2050
World Economic 
Forum Report



















Sumatran orangutan
(Pongo abelii)



red-eyed tree frog 
(Agalychnis callidryas)



resplendent quetzal
(Pharomachrus mocinno)



flame bowerbird 
(Sericulus ardens)



lantern bug
(Pyrops whiteheadi)



ocelot
(Leopardus pardalis)



greater bird-of-paradise
(Paradisaea apoda)



We lose >80,000 acres of 
tropical forest per day…

… And significantly degrade another 
80,000 acres on top of that.

Global Forest Watch





Palm oil is in 50% 
of supermarket products

consumer.org.nz



Deforestation for palm oil 

Slavery, human rights abuses…



Deforestation for palm oil 

Slavery, human rights abuses…



Overall, we have…

32% the numbers 

of mammals, birds, 
reptiles, amphibians 
and fish there were 

in 1970

WWF Living Planet Report 2020



WWF Living Planet Report 2020



“The conversion of 
grasslands, 
savannahs, forests 
and wetlands, 
the overexploitation 
of species, climate 
change, and the 
introduction of alien 
species are key 
drivers.” 

…Tropical subregions of the Americas

6% the number in 1970



climate.nasa.gov



Sir David Attenborough on Climate and Security - Security Council Open VTC





Why is creation care
an essential part of 

the church’s mission?
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God calls it goodGod calls it good

Screenshots from The Bible Project



For since the creation of the world 
God's invisible qualities –
his eternal power and divine nature 
– have been clearly seen, being 
understood from what has been 
made, so that people are without 
excuse.

Romans 1:20

It reflects GodIt reflects God

Screenshots from The Bible Project



It belongs to GodIt belongs to God
The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it,
the world, and all who live in it

Psalm 24:1

For in him all things were created: things in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things have been created 
through him and for him.

Colossians 1:16

For every animal of the forest is mine,
and the cattle on a thousand hills.

I know every bird in the mountains,
and the insects in the fields are mine. 

…the world is mine, and all that is in it.

Psalm 50:10-12
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26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our 
image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over
the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the 
livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the 
creatures that move along the ground.”

27 So God created mankind in his own image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.

28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful 
and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue
it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the 
sky and over every living creature that moves on 
the ground.”

Genesis 1

It’s our jobIt’s our job
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8 Now the LORD God had 
planted a garden in the east, 
in Eden; and there he put 
the man he had formed. 

… 

15 The LORD God took the 
man and put him in the 
Garden of Eden to work it 
and take care of it.

Genesis 2

Screenshots from The Bible Project
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Genesis 3
Screenshots from The Bible Project
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“So then, this is how you 
should pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be Your name,

Your kingdom come,
Your will be done,
on earth as it is in 
heaven...”

Matthew 6:9-10



“Consider how the 
lilies of the field 

grow: They do not 
labour or spin. 

Yet I tell you that 
not even Solomon in 

all his glory was 
adorned like one of 

these.”

Matthew 6:29



“Consider the 
ravens: They do not 

sow or reap, they 
have no storeroom 

or barn; yet God 
feeds them.”

Luke 12:24

thick-billed raven
(Corvus crassirostris)



“Are not two 
sparrows sold for 

a penny? 
Yet not one of them 

will fall to the 
ground outside your 

Father's care.”

Matthew 10:29

house sparrow
(Passer domesticus)



common potoo
(Nyctibius griseus)



For God so loved    

the world 
that he gave his one 
and only Son, that 

whoever believes in 
him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.

John 3:16



For God so loved    

the kosmos
that he gave his one 
and only Son, that 

whoever believes in 
him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.

John 3:16

earth, 
world system, 
universe



For God was pleased to have all 
his fullness dwell in him, and 

through him 

to reconcile to himself 
all things, whether things on 

earth or things in heaven,

by making peace through his 
blood, shed on the cross.

Colossians 1:15-20
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19 For the creation waits in eager 
expectation for the children of 
God to be revealed. 20 For the 
creation was subjected to frustration, 
not by its own choice, but by the will 
of the one who subjected it,

in hope 21 that the creation itself will 
be liberated from its bondage to 
decay and brought into the freedom 
and glory of the children of God.

© Jess Findlay



19 For the creation waits in eager 
expectation for the children of 
God to be revealed. 20 For the 
creation was subjected to frustration, 
not by its own choice, but by the will 
of the one who subjected it,

in hope 21 that the creation itself will 
be liberated from its bondage to 
decay and brought into the freedom 
and glory of the children of God.

22 We know that the whole creation 
has been groaning as in the pains of 
childbirth right up to the present 
time.

23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who 
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 
groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for 
our adoption to sonship, the 
redemption of our bodies.

24 For in this hope we were saved.

Romans 8:19-24

© Jess Findlay
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Revelation 21

Screenshots from The Bible Project



Creation      – Fall            – Redemption     - - - Renewal



We are 
here

Creation      – Fall            – Redemption     - - - Renewal



“The earth is created, sustained and 
redeemed by Christ. We cannot claim to 
love God while abusing what belongs to 
Christ by right of creation, redemption, and 
inheritance … 

Such love for God’s creation demands that 
we repent of our part in the destruction, 
waste and pollution of the earth’s resources 
and our collusion in the toxic idolatry of 
consumerism. 

Instead, we commit ourselves to urgent and 
prophetic environmental responsibility.”

Cape Town Commitment 
(Third Lausanne Congress, 2010)



So what should we do?



Tree planting, Oakley Creek, Auckland

We could come back in five years 
and say, “I planted that tree” …



Impressive volume of 
Zero carbon submissions
from Wellington Anglicans
influence legislation

Petitions work!



Community Gardens







‘Biketober’ – biking to 
church (and elsewhere)



Bike to save CO2  (and money)

Your car emits 
~2.3 kg of CO2

per litre of petrol!





Eating less meat ‘single 
biggest way’ to reduce 
environmental impact

Poore, J., and T. Nemecek (2018). ‘Reducing Food’s Environmental 
Impacts through Producers and Consumers’. Science 360, 6392: 
987–92.



Minimise Waste



Network with others on the journey



Churches across Aotearoa 
New Zealand actively caring 
for God’s earth as an integral 
part of their mission.



Pray!
God is our Hope and our Strength!
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